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In our August general newsletter, we briefly introduced our 
July Mission Team that was with us from July 7-16. Allow 
us to expand on this team’s visit, including more pictures, 
so that you have a better appreciation of what this team did 
while they were here. We hope you enjoy the report.  
 
This year’s July team consisted of 18 people! Two came 
from Indiana: Stanley and Laura Hubbard (Stanley 
serves as the pulpit minister for our overseeing church); 
four from Nevada: Cheryl VanDyke and her three children 
Brennan, Audrey and Addison; four from Texas: Jamie 
and Alison Alvarez and their daughter Ramsey, and 
Kaylan Thornton (the Hubbard’s great-nephew); three 
from Kentucky: Ken and Millie Yochim and their 
granddaughter Jenna Faucett; two from Missouri: 
Melinda Ewing and her daughter Tyla; and three from 
California: Aralee Hernandez, Ashley Figueroa, and 
Lorel Durant. 
 
The team arrived on Thursday, July 7, and aside from a 
few flight delays, their travel to Guatemala went well. This 
trip was the first time to Guatemala for most in the group. 
Only Stanley, Aralee and Ashley had been here before. It is 
always so interesting to see Guatemala anew through the 
eyes of those who come for the first time.  
 
On Friday, we took the group on a small tour of Guatemala 
City. This year was the first time that we have taken a 
group to see the huge relief map (made 110 years ago) of 
the country. It gave them a birds-eye view of the country 
(or perhaps we should say a satellite-like perspective ☺). 
Having gotten a perspective on the countryside, we made 
our way back to the city center, got a tour of the National 
Palace, and visited the “underground” market. For those 
who have been here before, you know this market is not 
illegal; it literally consists of three levels underground.  
 

 
 
Saturday was a busy day at Linda Vista. It kicked off a 
family seminar entitled, “God’s Plan for the Family,” that 
continued on Sunday and Wednesday. As you can tell by 
the title, the emphasis was on the family. The lessons 
addressed not only the physical family and its importance, 
but also the spiritual family of God. It was also good to see 
several members of other congregations come out to be a 
part of this event. They were very happy with the quality of 
the lessons. One brother in particular said the lessons 

affected him so much that he would never look at his 
marriage the same!  
 

 
 

 
 
All of the team members were involved in some way 
during this seminar: speaking to the whole audience, 
teaching a men’s, ladies’, or teen’s class, teaching 
children’s classes, or helping with translation. Speaking of 
translation, we are very grateful we were able again to 
count on Benjamin Montejo and Dulce Ramirez as 
translators, in addition to the help from Aralee and Ashley, 
who come every year for this purpose.  
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On Sunday, after enjoying a good lunch in the home of 
Adela Garcia we took the team to the local hospital in 
Amatitlan.   
 

 
 

 
 

 
 
The team distributed to the patients packets with water, 
toilet paper, toothbrush, toothpaste, and some church 
literature, as well as teddy bears for the children. We 

prayed with many of the patients, too. Millie Yochim was 
able to see firsthand how the items she and others from 
Kentucky send are used here in Guatemala.  

 

 
 

 
 

We came back to Linda Vista that evening for a special 
marriage class and many returned to hear very good 
lessons. 
 
On Monday through Wednesday, the team was able to 
work at a local public school in Linda Vista. This school 
has 1,290 children in the morning, when it functions as an 
elementary school, and around 700 students in the 
afternoon, when it functions as a middle and high school. 
Walter Dardon and Anibal Ramirez were instrumental in 
coordinating this project, which consisted of painting the 
very long and tall exterior school wall.  
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Several members of the team busily worked outside, 
painting and cleaning alongside our local brothers, Walter, 
Maclovio Calderon, Juan Jose Cobon and Luis Callen. 
One neighbor was so impressed with Ken and Millie 
Yochim because he saw that their age did not hinder their 
service that he decided to buy the team bottles of water and 
the next day came out with his weed-eater to help clean the 
sidewalk in front of the wall. In addition to the work done 
outside, the principal of the morning school allowed 
Allison Alvarez (a school principal herself) to address 
several of the classes, encouraging the children to stay in 
school and to clean up after themselves (littering is a big 
problem here), sharing with them how the U.S. school 
system works, and answering several questions. During this 
time with the children, Melinda and Tyla Ewing were busy 
inflating and shaping balloons into various shapes, and 
giving them to the wide-eyed children. Brennan had several 
opportunities to entertain many children with his card 
tricks. Many other members of the group enjoyed playing 
with or simply trying to communicate with the hundreds of 
children that would surround them.  
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

On Thursday, three of the team members, Stanley, Laura, 
and Kaylan, returned to the U.S. The rest of the group went 
back to Linda Vista to make three visits in the homes of 
members. They were able to go into the home of Luis and 
Aura Callen, Walter Dardon (to visit his mother, Erlinda, 
who has been very sick), and Maria del Rosario Segura, a 
shut-in. We appreciate very much the caring disposition 
each member displayed and the encouragement they gave 
to the members they visited. 
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At the end of the day, we went to the building for a going-
away activity. The team was able to try more Guatemalan 
dishes, play a few games, and enjoy good fellowship. Their 
going-away activity was on Thursday because many of 
them were scheduled to leave to the airport at 10:30 on 
Friday night.  
 
Friday was a day of relaxation and sightseeing. We 
traveled to Antigua, stopping first at La Azotea coffee 
plantation. After lunch, we walked to the central park, 
made a quick stop at the McDonald’s in Antigua (worth 
seeing), and went on to the artesian market. After some 
time at the market, we made our last stop at a chocolate 
factory/store. You may not know this but chocolate is one 
of Guatemala’s contributions to the world!  
 
We close by saying thank you to Lesha Colglazier for her 
hard work in coordinating this team. You efforts are 
appreciated very much and allowed this team to the work 
they did. We are also very thankful for all the work this 
team did, for the harmony with which they worked, and for 
the love they demonstrated to the people of Guatemala.  
 
With love,  
 
Hawatthia 
Byron and Snezana 
 

 
 We were allowed to 

place a sign in front of 
the school explaining 

who did the work. 


