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31 Days of Prayer
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January 2026

“Pray without ceasing…” 
1 Thessalonians 5:17










__________________________________________________________
January 1—Give Thanks

“Of old you laid the foundation of the earth, 
       and the heavens are the work of your hands. 
  They will perish, but you will remain; 
       they will all wear out like a garment. 
  You will change them like a robe, and they will pass away, 
       but you are the same, and your years have no end.”
Ps 102:25–27

In this new year, give thanks to our God, who is always perfect in justice, holiness, and love, and whose years have no end.

January 2—Evangelism

“And Jesus came and said to them, “All authority in heaven and on earth has been given to me. Go therefore and make disciples of all nations, baptizing them in the name of the Father and of the Son and of the Holy Spirit, teaching them to observe all that I have commanded you. And behold, I am with you always, to the end of the age.” 		     Matthew 28:18-20

Today, pray for opportunities in 2026 to evangelize to those who are close to you and far from the Lord. Pray for courage to begin gospel-centered discussions with others.

January 3—Intake of the Word

“…these Jews were more noble than those in Thessalonica; they received the word with all eagerness, examining the Scriptures daily to see if these things were so.”	      Acts 17:11
Pray that God will help you read his word daily and come to delight in his word more and more throughout the year.

January 4—Prayer Habits

“Rejoice always, pray without ceasing, give thanks in all circumstances; for this is the will of God in Christ Jesus for you.” 					      1 Thessalonians 5:16-18

Repent of any tendencies to prayerlessness and ask God to increase your commitment to praying daily. Ask God to help you to consistently spend time in prayer with him each day.

January 5—Stewardship of Time

“Look carefully then how you walk, not as unwise but as wise, making the best use of the time, because the days are evil.” 
   Eph 5:15–16

What things in your life are consuming time that ought to be given to the Lord or to other pursuits? Ask the Lord to help you use your time in ways that honor and glorify him.

January 6—Mission Guatemala

“While they were worshiping the Lord and fasting, the Holy Spirit said, ‘Set apart for me Barnabas and Saul for the work to which I have called them.’ Then after fasting and praying they laid their hands on them and sent them off.”   Acts 13:2–3
Pray for our missionaries that we support, Hawatthia Jones and Byron Benitiez, in Guatemala. Pray that God will bless them and use their efforts in mighty ways.

January 7—Increase Our Faith

“The LORD is my light and my salvation; 
        whom shall I fear? 
  The LORD is the stronghold of my life; 
        of whom shall I be afraid?”                                                   Ps 27:1

Pray that throughout this year your faith in God will grow in both good times and hard times. Ask him to use difficult seasons of life to strengthen your trust in his goodness.

January 8—Scripture Memorization

“This Book of the Law shall not depart from your mouth, but you shall meditate on it day and night, so that you may be careful to do according to all that is written in it. For then you will make your way prosperous, and then you will have good success.” 						      Joshua 1:8

Ask God to help you meditate on the word and hide his word in your heart. Pray that as you meditate on the Scriptures and memorize verses your love for God will grow even more.



January 9—Fruit of the Spirit

“But the fruit of the Spirit is love, joy, peace, patience, kindness, goodness, faithfulness, gentleness, self-control; against such things there is no law.” 	     Galatians 5:22–23

Ask, ‘Am I displaying the fruit of the Spirit?’ ‘Is there evidence that the Spirit of God is at work in me, sanctifying me?’ Ask God to help you in areas where the fruit of the Spirit is lacking.

January 10—Practicing Forgiveness

“Put on then, as God’s chosen ones, holy and beloved, compassionate hearts, kindness, humility, meekness, and patience, bearing with one another and, if one has a complaint against another, forgiving each other; as the Lord has forgiven you, so you also must forgive.” 	    Col 3:12–14

Is there anyone you are refusing to forgive? Pray for strength to practice forgiveness in a radically generous way like God.

January 11—Love for God

“By this we know that we love the children of God, when we love God and obey his commandments. For this is the love of God, that we keep his commandments. And his commandments are not burdensome.”		   1 John 5:1–3

Are you growing in your love for God? Are you finding delight in keeping God’s commandments? True love for God is borne out in a life of obedience and service to him and to others.

January 12—Community Outreach

“And let us not grow weary of doing good, for in due season we will reap, if we do not give up. So then, as we have opportunity, let us do good to everyone, and especially to those who are of the household of faith.” 	        Galatians 6:9–10

Pray that God will grant us success in our efforts at local outreach. Pray that our outreach will lead us to find the people in our area who are searching for truth and for God.

January 13—Unity of Mind and Purpose

“Only let your manner of life be worthy of the gospel of Christ, so that whether I come and see you or am absent, I may hear of you that you are standing firm in one spirit, with one mind striving side by side for the faith of the gospel, and not frightened in anything by your opponents.”          Phil. 1:27–28a

A church will never have unity of mind and purpose on accident. Pray that we will all have selfless motives, work together as a church, and never be divided by in-fighting.



January 14—Children of Our Church

“Behold, children are a heritage from the LORD, 
        the fruit of the womb a reward. 
  Like arrows in the hand of a warrior 
        are the children of one’s youth. 
  Blessed is the man 
        who fills his quiver with them!”	            Psalm 127:3–5

Give thanks for the young children of our church. Pray for the children and for their health, safety, and growth in the Lord. Ask God to protect them from the evil one and his deceptions.

January 15—Local Churches across Louisville

“The churches of Asia send you greetings. Aquila and Prisca, together with the church in their house, send you hearty greetings in the Lord. All the brothers send you greetings. Greet one another with a holy kiss.”      1 Corinthians 16:19–20

Pray for the many other congregations across our city. Pray for strong, healthy churches, for bold, courageous ministers, for godly, decisive elders, and committed, joy-filled members.

January 16—Homebound Members

“Religion that is pure and undefiled before God the Father is this: to visit orphans and widows in their affliction, and to keep oneself unstained from the world.” 		     James 1:27
Pray for those of our church who are homebound and are unable to get out frequently. Prayerfully seek ways to be the hands and feet of Jesus to serve them and minister to them.

January 17—Elected Officials

“First of all, then, I urge that supplications, prayers, intercessions, and thanksgivings be made for all people, for kings and all who are in high positions, that we may lead a peaceful and quiet life, godly and dignified in every way.”
          1 Timothy 2:1–2

Take a few minutes to pray for our local, state, and federal elected officials. Ask God to surround them with good counselors so that there may be peace and conditions that are favorable to the spread of the gospel at home and abroad.

January 18—Boldness to Share the Gospel

“And when they had prayed, the place in which they were gathered together was shaken, and they were all filled with the Holy Spirit and continued to speak the word of God with boldness.”						         Acts 4:31

Reaffirm your commitment to live for the praise of God and not for the praise of men. Ask for courage and boldness to share the gospel without fearing the rejection of other people.


January 19—Marriages in Our Church

“‘Therefore a man shall leave his father and mother and hold fast to his wife, and the two shall become one flesh.’ This mystery is profound, and I am saying that it refers to Christ and the church. However, let each one of you love his wife as himself, and let the wife see that she respects her husband.” 
   Eph 5:31–33

Strong marriages help make churches strong. If you are married, pray for humility to see areas in your marriage that you need to work on improving. Pray that all the marriages in our church would be strong, godly, and bring glory to God.

January 20—Active-Duty Military and Veterans

“At Caesarea there was a man named Cornelius, a centurion of what was known as the Italian Cohort, a devout man who feared God with all his household, gave alms generously to the people, and prayed continually to God.” 	    Acts 10:1–2

Pray for our active-duty military members, for veterans, and for the families of veterans. Give thanks for the freedoms we enjoy because of their sacrifices and pray that they would rely on God for strength and support in tough times.




January 21—Worship Times Together

“And let us consider how to stir up one another to love and good works, not neglecting to meet together, as is the habit of some, but encouraging one another, and all the more as you see the Day drawing near.”			    Hebrews 10:24–25

Do you come to worship with the mindset of a giver or a taker? How can you better leverage our times of worship together as opportunities to encourage and build up others?

January 22—Future Church Leaders

“…and what you have heard from me in the presence of many witnesses entrust to faithful men, who will be able to teach others also.” 						2 Timothy 2:2

It is the responsibility of every generation to prepare future generations for leadership in the church. Ask God to help you see what you can do to develop the next generation of leaders.

January 23—Comfort for the Bereaved

“But we do not want you to be uninformed, brothers, about those who are asleep, that you may not grieve as others do who have no hope. For since we believe that Jesus died and rose again, even so, through Jesus, God will bring with him those who have fallen asleep.” 	      1 Thessalonians 4:13–14

Pray for anyone you know who has lost a loved one in the last year or so. Take a moment to reach out to them and let them know you are thinking about them.

January 24—Worship Leaders 

“And Ezra opened the book in the sight of all the people, for he was above all the people, and as he opened it all the people stood. And Ezra blessed the LORD, the great God, and all the people answered, “Amen, Amen,” lifting up their hands. And they bowed their heads and worshiped the LORD with their faces to the ground.” 			         Nehemiah 8:5-6

Take a moment to pray for the men who will lead us in worship tomorrow. Pray that God will use them and the thoughts they have prepared and the songs they have selected to lead our hearts in worship and praise for our God.

January 25—Stewardship of Resources as a Church

“And he who had received the five talents came forward, bringing five talents more, saying, ‘Master, you delivered to me five talents; here, I have made five talents more.’ His master said to him, ‘Well done, good and faithful servant. You have been faithful over a little; I will set you over much. Enter into the joy of your master.’” 		     Matthew 25:20-21

Pray that as individuals and as a church we will be good stewards of the resources we have been given. Ask God to give our church leaders wisdom to use funds in ways that bring glory to God, strengthen Christians, and reach the lost.

January 26—Grandchildren of Members

“I am reminded of your sincere faith, a faith that dwelt first in your grandmother Lois and your mother Eunice and now, I am sure, dwells in you as well.” 			2 Timothy 1:5

Pray for God’s blessing for the grandchildren of members of our church. Pray that their grandparents can pass their faith on to future generations like Timothy’s grandmother Lois.

January 27—Bearing Fruit

“And so, from the day we heard, we have not ceased to pray for you, asking that you may be filled with the knowledge of his will in all spiritual wisdom and understanding, so as to walk in a manner worthy of the Lord, fully pleasing to him: bearing fruit in every good work and increasing in the knowledge of God…” 			     Colossians 1:9–10

In 2026, may we strive to bear fruit in every good work and increase in knowledge and love for God. The spiritual fruit we bear reveals whether we are a good tree or a bad tree.




January 28—Homes and Families

“Children, obey your parents in the Lord, for this is right. ‘Honor your father and mother’ (this is the first commandment with a promise), ‘that it may go well with you and that you may live long in the land.’ Fathers, do not provoke your children to anger, but bring them up in the discipline and instruction of the Lord.” 	         Ephesians 6:1-4

Pray for God’s blessings on our homes and families. May our families be united in love for the Lord and may our homes be characterized by godliness, forgiveness, and hospitality.

January 29—Loving our Neighbors

“‘Which of these three, do you think, proved to be a neighbor to the man who fell among the robbers?’ He said, ‘The one who showed him mercy.’ And Jesus said to him, ‘You go, and do likewise.’” 				             Luke 10:36–37

While everyone is our ‘neighbor,’ what better place to begin serving and loving others than with our physical neighbors next door and on our street? Ask God for opportunities to serve your neighbors and share the love of Jesus with them.





January 30—Growth in Christlikeness

“For this very reason, make every effort to supplement your faith with virtue, and virtue with knowledge, and knowledge with self-control, and self-control with steadfastness, and steadfastness with godliness, and godliness with brotherly affection, and brotherly affection with love. For if these qualities are yours and are increasing, they keep you from being ineffective or unfruitful in the knowledge of our Lord Jesus Christ.” 					  2 Peter 1:5-8

What areas of your life do you need to grow in? Are you supplementing your faith with these virtues? We show Christ to the world when we display these qualities. Pray that you will be conformed more into the image of Christ day by day.

January 31—Give Thanks for the Gospel

“He has delivered us from the domain of darkness and transferred us to the kingdom of his beloved Son, in whom we have redemption, the forgiveness of sins.” Colossians 1:13-14

Give God praise and thank him for delivering us from darkness and bringing us into his kingdom. Reflect on where you would be without Christ and give thanks for the forgiveness we have in Christ. 
